


• If it appears you will hit a pothole rather than 
avoid it, don't brake. Just steer straight and allow 
the tire to roll quickly over the hole. Braking, he 
said, transfers more load onto the front tires, which 
could cause more damage.  

Continued from page one - Potholes 

Even Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co. wanted to alert 
drivers to pothole dangers and issued a press release 
stating "motorists are dodging more potholes earlier 
this year." It noted that in Milwaukee, calls about 
potholes to the city Public Works increased five-fold, 
with up to 30 callers daily. In Montreal, Councilor 
Richard Theoret of the Montreal Citizens' Movement 
said potholes not only are more numerous, they're 
bigger and deeper—extending down into the second 
layer of road asphalt.  

• Keep tires properly inflated. Goodyear suggests 
checking tire inflation at least once a month. Tires 
with low inflation can be "too soft" and can flex 
more than properly inflated tires. This flexing can 
lead to the rubber "enveloping the tire rim" and 
causing tire and possibly wheel damage.  

• Note that taller tires—those with bigger 
sidewalls—tend to withstand potholes better than 
sporty, low-profile tires. The reason? There's less 
rubber available in the low-aspect tires to cushion 
the blow of hitting the pothole. 

Potholes Develop Over Time 

Potholes form as pavement 
ages and weathers. Small 
cracks appear and pavement 
eventually begins to lose its 
ability to resist water. As 
water works its way down 
into the pavement and 
expands as it freezes, it pushes up on the pavement. 
The weight of cars and trucks then can break up this 
newly uneven pavement, starting a pothole.  

Potholes Can Be Deadly 

While it's easy to joke about potholes, remember they 
aren't just road nuisances.  

Above and beyond the cost of auto repairs, potholes 
also have led to injuries and fatalities. In 1995, for 
example, a 53-year-old woman died in a car crash that 
started when another driver's vehicle struck a large 
pothole and then hit the woman's car in Detroit.  

Increased traffic burdens on roadways and the growing 
age of our roads—some experts estimate they are built 
to last only about 40 years—make potholes more 
likely. So does repeated freezing/thawing weather 
cycles.  

A final note: Some municipalities and states reimburse 
motorists whose cars are damaged by potholes. You 
may need to file a claim or go to court. Check with 
government officials where you live.  So what's a motorist to do?  

Tips for Handling Potholes By Ann Job 
AAA Michigan offers these tips on pothole avoidance 
and navigation:  

 

 • Keep your eyes on the road.  

Bumper Snickers • If you come upon a pothole, try to slow down and 
avoid hitting it. But be sure to not endanger other 
drivers and pedestrians as you slow and maneuver.  

 

Everyone has a photographic memory. Some don't 
have film. • If you can't avoid the hole, keep both hands firmly 

on the steering wheel and steer in a straight line 
through the pothole to lessen the chance of losing 
control of the vehicle.  

A day without sunshine is like, well, night. 

On the other hand, you have different fingers. 
• Watch and listen to your vehicle carefully after 

going over a pothole. If you notice a noise and/or 
vibration from your tires, steering or suspension, 
pull off from the road in a safe area and check for 
damage. If you are unable to locate damage but the 
noise and/or vibration persists, take the vehicle in 
for a checkup as soon as possible. 

Change is inevitable, except from a vending 
machine. 

Bill Egan, chief engineer of advanced technology for 
Goodyear, offered other advice:  

 

Honk if you love peace and quiet. 






